
ANNUAL REPORT
2017-2018

Enriching Lives. Providing Opportunities. 



Dear Friends,

The past year has been an amazing time for Northwest Association for Blind Athletes. We are always excited for the 
future but this year seemed just a little different. 

In the beginning of our organization, a few friends wanted to compete in Powerlifting. At the time, we had no idea that 
little “seed” of an idea would create a nonprofit organization. NWABA is an organization that is now impacting more 
than 1,500 children, youth, adults and military veterans annually who are blind or visually impaired. 

NWABA works across Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Montana, bringing opportunities to individuals of all ages and 
abilities with visual impairments so that everyone who needs our help can participate in sport and physical activity.  
Through participation in NWABA’s programs, individuals are building confidence and the skills, tools, and resources 
they need to achieve success in all areas of life.  The opportunity to ride a bike for the first time, meet others with 
visual impairments, or be a part of a team again after losing your vision is the catalyst our athletes need to reach their 
greatest potential.   

Together last year, we made huge strides. With the support of passionate volunteers, dedicated partners, and 
generous support from our community, we:

•	 Expanded program opportunities in new geographic areas like Eugene, Oregon, and deepened impact through more 
ongoing service offerings which resulted in more individuals and families being served than ever before. 

•	 Drastically increased the organization’s Adapted Equipment Lending Library to more than 500 pieces to ensure 
individuals always have access to programming in their local home, school or community. 

•	 Increased the number of students impacted to 50+ at Camp Abilities Oregon to ensure more children and youth with 
visual impairments have the opportunity to go to camp. Reaching kids early has an impact for life. 

•	 Advanced our proven organization growth model into other communities in our service region to deepen our 
mission impact. 

The following pages showcase NWABA’s impact throughout our region and the incredible individuals and families we 
are honored to serve. Thank you for believing in our mission and helping to make this work possible. Together, we are 
truly making a difference.

With sincere appreciation,

Erik Selden					     Billy Henry
Board Chair					     Founder/Executive Director

BILLY HENRY

ERIK SELDEN

QUESTIONS OR MORE 
INFORMATION?

Contact Billy Henry 
360.718.2826
bhenry@nwaba.org
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TIMELINE

May 5th�
NWABA Founded out of a garage 

in Vancouver, WA

June 2007�
Six athletes attended �their first 

competition

April�
Launched the Sports Outreach 
Program with a Goalball Clinic 

serving 35 children & youth

September �
Scaled the Sports Outreach 

Program to Montana to serve 
children and families in rural 

communities

June�
Hosted the organization’s first 

Camp Abilities program in Oregon 
serving 31 campers

June
�Raised $1M for the first �time to 

support and �expand NWABA’s �mission 
and programs

May
Built initial framework to expand 

Sports Outreach and Sports 
Adaptations Program

June�
Introduced Tandem Cycling 

to NWABA’s Summer 
Programs for the first time

 January 
Started delivering programming in 

communities across Idaho to people with 
visual impairments

March
�Scaled on-going programming to 

the Southern Willamette Valley to 
deepen the �organization’s impact



CREATING EXPERIENCES, FRIENDSHIPS AND JOY
Remember the first time you rode a bike? Experienced the sensation of being in a swimming 
pool? NWABA is working to make sure that all children, youth, adults and military veterans have 
the basic life experiences that are stepping stones to other experiences and successes. 

NWABA Sports Outreach Program includes sports programming, Paralympic experiences, clinics 
and camps for all ages and ability levels for people living with visual impairments. Reaching into 
communities across Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Montana, this program encourages new 
experiences, fosters friendships and produces immense joy.

These programs also bring a community of volunteers together to ensure that participants are 
safe and have the best experiences ever! 

SPORTS OUTREACH PROGRAM

Program 
Hours: 291

Individuals 
Served: 997

Number of 
Events: 90



“NWABA has made an impact on my life because it 
brought me opportunities to have fun while being 
active in sports and recreation. Not only do you go out 
and compete in competitions, but it also gives you an 
opportunity to build community with people around you.” 
– JULISSA, SPORTS OUTREACH PROGRAM PARTICIPANT



“Camp Abilities Oregon was a fun 
experience, I met a lot of athletes there 
that were like me. This was my first 
camp, and I am happy it was with other 
athletes with visual impairments.”
– BRANDON, CAMP ABILITIES OREGON CAMPER



FOR ONE WEEK IN THE SUMMER, campers, counselors, 
specialists, nurses and NWABA staff join together for an unforgettable experience. Camp is a 
residential camp staffed by counselors, specialists, and volunteers all working to ensure that 
each camper is having an experience that will transcend camp and an impact that will last 
a lifetime. Campers are 8 to 15 years of age and activities include Goalball, judo, swimming, 
tandem cycling, hiking and many other activities. 

Campers come to Camp Abilities to gain skills and participate in new activities; however, so 
much more happens during the week. Friendships are forged and kindness is shown to each 
other through “care to share” time and encouragement through “smiley-grams.” 

Camp Abilities Oregon strives to ensure that when each camper leaves, they are equipped with 
the skills and experience to participate in their school or community-based programing. This 
is accomplished through a comprehensive evaluation that is sent home with each camper and 
regular communication with families. NWABA is excited to expand Camp Abilities to Washington 
State in FY18-19 and has plans for continued growth in the years to come.

Miles 
Completed: 
200+

Campers: 52

Sports/
Activities 
Offered: 10+

CAMP ABILITIES



EQUIPPING SCHOOLS & COMMUNITIES
Through the Sports Adaptations Program, Northwest Association for Blind Athletes provides 
adaptations and consultations to individuals of all ages and abilities with visual impairments 
across the region to allow them to better integrate into their physical education classes and 
community-based programs. We work with individuals, parents, and PE teachers to make sure 
that any individual has access to sports and physical activity. 

Through the support of friends like you and dedicated program partners, the Sports 
Adaptations Program is providing consultations to schools, lending equipment to families, and 
providing resources so that every individual has access to opportunities in their local home, 
school and community. 

Physical Education Consultation – NWABA’s program works with teachers to ensure 
that children and youth who are blind or visually impaired receive equipment, specialized 
instruction and encouragement to allow them to participate without barriers in school and 
community-based programming. 

Adapted Equipment Lending Library – Started in 2017, the lending library is made up of 
more than 500 individual pieces of equipment that are “loaned” to registered athletes for up 
to two months at no charge to students, families or schools. 

Video Resource Center – NWABA is actively working to build the Video Resource Library 
to deepen our impact and reach more individuals and families in need than ever before. 
We have developed instructional videos for different physical activities for individuals with 
visual impairments. This way, individuals, parents, and friends can watch to see how best to 
engage in programming. 

Equipment 
Lent: 181 pieces

Individuals 
Served: 425

Program 
Service 
Hours: 186

PE 
Consultations: 
27

SPORTS ADAPTATIONS

“I love NWABA’s equipment lending library! I started using it regularly last year when my student lost 
his remaining vision at the age of 6.  Sport adaptations have given him the ability to participate in 
physical education with his sighted peers.”

- JENNA BOYLE, TEACHER OF THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED, YAKIMA, WA



Equipment 
Lent: 181 pieces

Program 
Service 
Hours: 186

“Not every student with a visual 
impairment can get to our campus. 
By partnering with NWABA, we bring 
instruction about movement and 
independence to students across the 
state. Students gain self-confidence 
and families see their child play sports 
independently, often, for the first time!”
– DONNA SORENSEN, SUPERINTENDENT, 
   MONTANA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF & BLIND



Sports Team Program – This program provides year-round opportunities for individuals to 
participate in team-based programming in Goalball & Dragon Boating across NWABA’s service 
area. At the heart of the Sports Teams Program, and all of NWABA’s services, is an inclusive 
community of supporters. Through this valuable program, athletes learn to work as a team, 
relieve stress, eliminate isolation and depression and build life-long friendships.

Scholarship Program – Every year, individuals with visual impairments dream of going to the 
world championships, competing in their local community-based program, or buying a pair of 
shoes to start running, but the cost to participate is a barrier for most athletes. Funding for this 
critical program provides adaptive equipment, travel support, registration fees, shoes and other 
support to help fulfill our athletes’ dreams and give them the opportunity to train and compete. 

Increasing Visibility Program – Often referred to as outreach, this simple activity brings 
awareness to communities, attracts athletes to the program and engages “investors” in our 
work. From public events, to speaking opportunities, it’s vital for NWABA to go where people 
go and use sports and physical activity to raise awareness about the abilities of individuals with 
visual impairments.

SCHOLARSHIPS:
Individuals Impacted: 16
Total Amount Awarded: $4,238

INCREASED VISIBILITY:
Community Contacts: 20,000+
News Stories: 25+

SPORTS TEAMS:	

Program Service 
Hours: 1,506
Individuals 
Served: 88

“As a TVI in rural Central Washington, we are so grateful for the support and programs provided by 
NWABA. Many of these students feel isolated in their home districts, where they often are the only 
blind/visually impaired student in their school or community.”  

– BRITTANY VALICOFF, TEACHER OF THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED, SELAH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

CREATING COMMUNITY, FULFILLING 
DREAMS, INCREASING VISIBILITY



52

28

12

6

FINANCIALS & IMPACT 
JULY 1, 2017-JUNE 30, 2018

PROGRAMS

DEVELOPMENT

MANAGEMENT & GENERAL OPERATING

74%

16%

10%

We are honored to have been awarded a Platinum Seal, the highest level 
possible, by Guidestar, demonstrating our commitment to transparency.

NWABA makes an 
impact in cities of all 
sizes across our region.

4,500+ hours of direct program 
service all at no charge to children, 

youth, adults and military veterans who 
are blind or visually impaired. 

1,500 individuals in communities 
across our region

Made strategic investments to 
position NWABA’s programs in key 
areas across our region including 

Eugene, OR, Boise, ID and Seattle, WA.

 



BECOME A CHAMPION. LEAVE A LEGACY.
Through the Champions Legacy Giving Society, you can make a lasting impact in the lives 
of children, youth, adults and military veterans who are blind or visually impaired in your 
community. An investment in this critical program will provide the resources to ensure NWABA 
is always there to provide programming and transform the lives of the individuals we serve.

NWABA works with donors to create legacy plans that fit their giving goals while supporting our 
mission. Here are just a few ways that you can make a difference.

Bequests – Through a bequest gift, you can designate Northwest Association for Blind Athletes 
to receive cash, appreciated securities or property included in your estate plan. Your bequest 
can be a percentage of your estate, specific dollar amount, or the balance remaining after the 
will has given away other bequests. 

Beneficiary Designations – Individuals can select Northwest Association for Blind Athletes 
as the beneficiary of their retirement accounts or life insurance policies. This is another easy 
way to improve the quality of life for individuals with visual impairments while receiving a tax 
deduction. 

Securities – Designating stocks, bonds, mutual funds and other securities to Northwest 
Association for Blind Athletes allows you to avoid capital gains tax while ensuring that our 
programs are making a difference for a lifetime.

We want to work with you. NWABA is available to talk about what’s important to you. Contact 
Billy Henry, Founder/Executive Director, 360.448.7254 or bhenry@nwaba.org 

“I chose to support Northwest Association for Blind Athletes with a designation in my retirement plan 
because I truly believe in the organization’s ability to transform lives and help individuals gain the 
independence they need to thrive.” 

– ANONYMOUS, CHAMPIONS LEGACY GIVING SOCIETY MEMBER

CHAMPIONS LEGACY 
GIVING SOCIETY



GET INVOLVED TODAY
Make a Gift
A gift is always exciting to receive. In this case, it’s like a vote for the work of 
NWABA. Your gift that impacts an individual will ripple out into our community.

Donate Your Day
A day that you dedicate to the athletes of NWABA is not an ordinary day. We 
consider it amazing. Whether it’s a birthday, anniversary or any special event, 
consider directing friend and family giving to help the individuals served by NWABA 
reach their greatest potential. 

Volunteer
You might find yourself high on a mountain or riding a tandem bike supporting 
the work of NWABA. We want to match your volunteer passion with the needs of 
NWABA. We’d love the opportunity to work with you and change lives. 

To learn more about how you can get involved, please contact Dawn Wensel, 
Director of Development, 360.448.7254 or dwensel@nwaba.org.

VOLUNTEERS: 
Individual 
Volunteers: 184

Volunteer 
Hours: 2,560

Value of Volunteer 
Hours: $63,206

“KMR Group Foundation supports Billy Henry and the Northwest Association for Blind Athletes because 
of the amazing programs and events they organize for the blind and visually-impaired in our community. 
NWABA delivers on their promise of providing life-changing programs for this great group of individuals 
and we are proud to support their mission.”             – MARTY RIFKIN, DIRECTOR/CO-FOUNDER, KMR GROUP FOUNDATION

GET INVOLVED



 
 

GAME CHANGER 
($10,000+)

Beaches Summertime Cruisin 
Charity Fund	

Christensen Shipyards, 
LTD	

Courtney Irvin 
Foundation	

Eric Merrill & Jeanne 
Caswell	

Firstenburg Family 
Foundation	

Gibney Family 
Foundation	

Greg & Michele Goodwin	
Henry L. Hillman Jr. 

Foundation	
Jim Martin	
Leslie Durst	
Live Foundation, Inc.	
MJ Murdock Charitable 

Trust	
OCF Nike Community 

Investment Fund	
Rose City Car Classics	
Steve & Jo Marie Hansen	
Vancouver Energy Community 

Fund of the Community 
Foundation for Southwest 
Washington	

Wheeler Foundation	

VISION
($5,000.00 - $9,999)

Alan Hed	
Amy & Alan O’Hara	
BNSF Railway Foundation	
C.E. John	
Courtney & Tim Barker	
CS & Angela Sheffield	
Delta Gamma 

Foundation	
Don & Jennifer Rhoads	
Farhad and Megan 

Dadkho	
Joe Pauletto & Kathy 

Corwin	
KMR Group Foundation	
Mark & Becky Jackson	
Marty Rifkin & Kate Jones	
MDU Resources 

Foundation	
Northwest Lions Foundation for 

Sight & Hearing	
OCF Joseph Weston Public 

Foundation	
Our Kids of Southwest 

Washington	
Pfizer Foundation	
Riverview Community 

Bank	
Ron & Celeste King
The Columbian	

The Gary E. Milgard Family 
Foundation	

The Norcliffe Foundation	
Thomas S Boothe	
Vern & Mary Balkowitsch	
Waste Connections	

OPPORTUNITY 
($2,500 - $4,999)
	

Accurate Concrete Cutting, 
Inc	

Brent & Sharman Ditton	
Brent Hankins	
Casey Wyckoff	
Colleen and Mike Wiant	
Cyndi and Marty 

Holloway	
Cynthia Estrada	
Dan & Janis Wyatt	
Delta Gamma-University of 

Washington	
Donna Baca & Steve 

Broders	
Doug & Kristy Palin	
Erik & Liz Selden	
Garrett Boyer	
Greg & Debi Paull	
J. Scott Campbell 

Foundation	

Jayson & Meghan 
Robidoux	

Jeff & Cindy Bieker	
Kelli & Aaron Bushnell	
Legacy Health System CPC, 

LLC	
Marty & Cyndi Green	
Michael and Monica 

Lynch	
Mona Miller	
Pacific Lifestyle Homes, 

Inc.	
Patrick & Glenda Hortsch	
Paul & Debbie Speer	
Rod Cook	
Sherri McMillan	
Skip & Sandi Ogden	
The Happy Lush	
United Grain Corporation	
Washington Trust Bank	

INCLUSION 
($1,000 - $2,499)	

Alan Hwang	
Alturas Capital	
American Family Insurance - 

Tina Vlachos Agency	
Anne Gittinger	
Ashlyn Salzman	
BBSI Preferred Payroll	

Biggs Insurance Services	
Billy Henry	
Brad & Mary Carlson	
Brian, Kirby & Lillie Lott	
Brittany & Brett Valicoff	
CARR Auto Group	
Cathy Pogue	
Charlie & Cheryl Kleier	
Chris & Teresa Lewis	
Colleen Madigan	
Columbia Bank	
Columbia Credit Union	
Corwin Beverage 

Company	
Craig Stein Beverage	
Dan and Deanne 

Rawlinson	
David & Sally Palena	
Dietrich Trucking	
Doug & Brenda Graham	
First Citizens Bank	
Genentech	
Gifts for Our Community	
Ginn Development	
HAPO Community Credit 

Union	
Harrison Lynch	
Heidi Johnson Bixby & Kartr 

Johnson	
IQ Credit Union	
James & Katie Stewart	

THANK YOU! On behalf of the children, youth, adults and military 
veterans, we are honored to serve, thank you to the 
following supporters for helping us improve the quality 
of life for individuals with visual impairments this year.



Jane Schmid-Cook	
Jason Fish & Julia 

Tickerhoof	
Jeremy Gage	
Joe & Brigid Yoder	
Joe Tanner	
John & Michelle Rudi	
Jonathan & Tammy 

Nelson	
Josh & Sarah Bulkley	
Julie Carole Leuvrey	
Kevin & Nicki Wann	
Keyan McCrae	
Kim & Lisa Capeloto	
Kim and Shannon 

Meadors	
Kristian Hohenbrink	
Lee & Sondra Powell	
Leotta Gordon 

Foundation	
Lisa & Larry Kingsella	
Mark & Bryna Osborne	
Mark & Teresa Lawwill	
Mark Snow	
BP, Lester & Regina John 

Foundation	
Moda Health	
Pat & Janice Sheaffer	
Paul & Maureen 

Montague	
Peterson & Associates, 

P.S.	
RAB Lighting	
Rachel & Jay Smith	
Realvest Corporation	
Rhea and John Anderson	
Richard & BJ Arnold	

Rob & Kristin Irvine	
Rock & Allison Cavil	
Scott & Jennifer McCallum
Sherri Falkner and Robert 

Stewart	
Sherrill Roskam	
Stacey Gibbins	
Stacey Graham	
Steve & Karen Preece	
Tamara Fuller	
Terry Kindschuh	
The Convenience Group	
Tiffany & Rusty Couch	
Tina and Chris Bradshaw	
TJ & Associates	
Tom and Becky Writt	
Tracy & Lynda Wilson	
Wells Fargo Foundation	
Wesley & Arlinda Munger	
Winco Foods	

CONFIDENCE 
($500 -$ 999)

Amy Davis	

Brad & Lindsey Satran	
Bradley Sager	
Carly Lowder & Mason 

O’Lennick	
Chilo Andrade and Renee 

Selden-Andrade	
Chris & Cindy Barnes	
Chris & Nancy Nunn	
Chris and Pamela 

Callahan	
Chris Dobbs	

Cindy and Steve Luckman	
Community Foundation for 

Southwest Washington	
Dave Lazzeroni & Kathleen 

Lipiec	
Emily Brown	
Emma Moore & Eric Wolf	
George & Cheri Martin	
Greg & Karen Seifert	
Hailey & Taylor Vilhauer	
Idaho Central Credit 

Union	
Jace and Regina Brown	
Jason & Brenda Hudson	
Jason and Marjorie 

McCluer	
Jennifer M. Holman, O.D.	
Jesse and Janelle Prentice	
Jessica and Luke 

Marquardt	
John & Donna Bukovi	
John and Tam Harrell	
Keith Wallace	
Kennedy Wimer	
Kevin Martin	
Krista & Eric Bulger	
Kyle and Jessica Wiebold	
Leon & Merrie Kay Alzola	
Linda Glover	
Linda Rae Hickey	
Lisa Wright	
Lyle Stumpf & Marci White-

Stumpf	
Maria and Gabe Cura-

Castro	
Mark & Alicia Sampath	
Meghan & Mike Hamilton	

Mel & Mary Louie	
Michaela Kellams	
Mike & Christy Williams	
Molina Healthcare of 

Washington	
Nancy Tarabochia-Hart	
Nate & Nena Herbst	
Ninkasi Brewery LLC	
NWTIPSTER	
Oliver Hidden	
Patricia Heffner	
Patricia Henry	
Portland Children’s Levy	
Providence Health & 

Services	
Renee & DeLano Morgan	
Rick & Barb Falconer	
Rick & Jessica Denise	
Robert & Karen 

Bernhardt	
Ron and Annette Jensen	
Ryan & Alishia Topper	
Salem Foundation	
Scott & Mary Ann Dady	
Sonja Steinbach & John 

Hinman	
Tamara Brookfield	
Tom and Courtney 

Strobehn	
Wright Charitable Fund	
Young Kwang Kim	

*This list reflects donations of 
$500.00 and above made from 
July 1st, 2017-June 30th, 2018. 
We have made every effort to 
ensure the accuracy of names 
and gifts on this list. Please 
contact us at 360.448.7254 if 
there are any errors.



P.O. Box 65265 | Vancouver, WA 98665-0009
360.448.7254 • 800.880.9837 • nwaba.org

MISSION STATEMENT 

To provide life-changing opportunities through sports and physical activity to individuals who are blind and visually impaired.


