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Executive Director’s Report

Dear Friends,

This year, the Northwest Association for Blind
Athletes has seen growth in all areas of our
programs. The largest growth has been in
the Sports Outreach Program which serves
blind and visually impaired youth throughout
Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Montana.
Students are introduced to sports and physical
activity at awareness events, clinics, camps, and
competitions. We have also seen tremendous
growth in our Sports Development Program
which provides ongoing opportunities  for
individuals of all ages with visual impairments
to participate in sports and physical activity.
These are just two examples of the services we
provide every week to individuals who are blind
and visually impaired.

Billy Henry

| am very pleased to report that we moved into our first administrative office
in downtown Vancouver on Oct. 1, 2010. The ability to have staff, board,
and volunteers interact and collaborate on events has allowed us to work
together to expand programs, outreach activities, and fundraising.

Thank you so much for helping us make a difference in the lives of people who
are blind and visually impaired. The support of generous donors, foundations,
and volunteers have allowed the association to help more people with visual
impairments build confidence, self-esteem, and the inspiration to achieve
success both in sports and life.

| hope that you enjoy the information and photos throughout the 2010
Annual Report. Please don't hesitate to contact me if you would like to learn
more about our mission and programs.

Sincerely,

Lidy ity

Executive Director
Northwest Association for Blind Athletes

We are proud to showcase our new brand and logo
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President’s Report

Dear Friends,

| am pleased to be writing to you about our accomplishments over the past year. Our
organization has done things in a year’s time | would not have thought possible. For example,
we moved into our first office and drastically expanded programming and outreach efforts
throughout the region to help more individuals who are blind and visually impaired.

I would like to thank John Bockmier, Kris Bockmier and David Lawson who served on our
Board of Directors and ended their terms last fiscal year. Additionally, | would also like to
welcome Chris Finck, Erik Selden, and Scott McCallum who joined our board this fiscal year.
We sincerely appreciate the service and dedication of our board members. Without board
involvement, we would not be able to continue to make a difference in the lives of people
who are blind and visually impaired. | am honored to work with a great group of dedicated
individuals.

As | mentioned above, the association has drastically expanded our programming. Some
recent examples include Goalball Clinics, our first Goalball Tournament, Paralympic Experience

Snohomish, and many others. These events have enabled blind and visually impaired individuals to experience sports
and physical activity. | would also like to thank our great partners who helped organize and spread the word to
participants about events.

| can't thank our, sponsors, volunteers, my fellow board members, and staff enough for all they do to help individuals
who are blind and visually impaired. This has been an extremely successful year and | am looking forward to the future.
We are already planning some great events that will take place over the next several months.

Sincerely,

Please consider sending back the enclosed
/\/ \’\/\{ kK% envelope. Your generosity will provide life-
Nicholas Wilks, changing sport opportunities to individuals

Board President
Northwest Association for Blind Athletes

who are blind and visually impaired. All gifts
will be matched, dollar for dollar, up to $4,000

NWABA is changing lives throughout the Northwest!

MONTANA Eugene WASHINGTON Seattle

Great Falls Gresham Bellevue Snohomish

Kalispell Hillsboro Bothell Spokane
Milwaukie Kent Tacoma
OREGON Portland Mt. Vernon Vancouver
Beaverton Salem Olympia Wenatchee
Canby Wilsonville Puyallup Yakima

NWABA.ORG // 2



percent increase
In attendance
year over year

2nd Annual Dinner raises $14,000!

On March 4, the Northwest Association for Blind Athletes hosted it's
second annual Benefit Dinner and Auction, “Enrich a Life, Provide an
Opportunity,” at the Firstenburg Center in Vancouver, Washington.
This year, over 130 guests attended the event. Our keynote
speaker, Devon Raney, shared his story of becoming blind and how
participating in sports has helped change his outlook on life. Guests
also heard an empowering speech from Ali Steenis, who is training
to participate in Equestrian events at the Paralympic Games.

We would like to thank everyone who attended, donated to the
silent auction, purchased items, and made a gift at the event. Your
generosity makes it possible for us to provide programs for blind and
visually impaired people to participate in sports and physical activity.

The association would also like to thank the following event volunteers
who helped make this event possible: Alejandra Jauregui, Alex
Schrimp, Alexandra Maresh, Ali Steenis, Amy Cheng, Anna Johnson,
Caroline Bishop, Claire Fallat, Emily Robinson, Katie Hanschen, Katie
Walling, Katy Friason, Kelly Tanner, Kim Capeloto, Kimberli Helmbold,
Kris Thomas, Laura Braithwaite, Lauren Branch, Lindsey Dennis,
Megan Gross, Megan Stahl, Meredith Hayashi, Molly Ward, Nina
Kulander, Samantha Reynolds, Tami Brissler. We would also like to
thank Beaches Restaurant and Bar for providing our guests with a
delicious buffet dinner.

Gold Sponsor Corporate Media Partner
) ANCOUVER
’ CREDIT USINESS
UNION. ]OURN AL
Financial Intelligence Pays Off

NOTES

Bronze Sponsor

Columbia

\JBank

Silver Sponsors

Riverview

COMMUNITY BANK

COLUMBIA

BIGGS

Beer Wine &
Tobacco
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NWABA Provides Sports Program in Spokane

In March 2011, we started our newest goalball team, The
Spokane Spin. The Spin is made up of blind and visually
impaired male and female athletes from throughout the
Inland Northwest. The team is part of the association’s
Sports  Development Program which provides ongoing
opportunities to blind and visually impaired individuals of all
ages to participate in an ongoing sports program. Goalball
Is a Paralympic sport played by individuals who are blind and
visually impaired. Developed after World War Il as a way to
keep blinded veterans physically active, it has become the
premiere team game for blind athletes. Played competitively ' ! " |
by men_ and Womeh’_ it is a very fast paced, physically Back row, from |eft Head Coach Kevin Daniel, Wil-
challenging, and exciting game. In goalball two teams of I N = e Rt e e s e
three players each face each other across a court nine meters  [EREEEIEE LUV INCE LI A L CHINEIGIREUY
wide and eighteen meters long. The object of the game is to Stzrrigir Chris Annis, Ryan Strickland and Jeremy
roll a basketball size ball with bells inside over the opponent’s

goal line. Your opponents listen for the oncoming ball and attempt to block it with their bodies. Once they
are able to stop the ball and take control of it, they become the offensive team (USABA). The newly formed
Spokane Spin has been practicing hard and hope to compete in several tournaments over the next year.

NWABA Fills the Void Left by the State of Oregon

By: Scott McCallum, NWABA Board Member, NWRESD Vision Services Coordinator

In 2009, the Oregon Legislature voted to close the Oregon School
for the Blind. The closure not only impacted the nearly 30 students
who attended the school on a daily basis, but it had a statewide
effect on 800 other students who are blind and visually impaired
who attended schools in their home community. From 1872 to
2009, the school was a hub of activity for all students with visual
impairments in Oregon. The school hosted events and clinics
for specialized sports such as goalball and they maintained the
specialized equipment such as tandem bicycles that students had
access to during the school year.

The Northwest Association for Blind Athletes has helped fill that
void for Oregon students and has played a key role providing clinics
to students of all ages throughout the state. They also provide the
NN N R D R A ot M cquipment necessary for goalball to regional programs in need so
SELEERINCISIEEUEEETIEEEURERERE  that they can continue to practice and hone their skills regularly. The
cycling clinic association is the tournament sponsor for the new and improved

Oregon State Goalball Championship held annually in March. They
have played a key role in bringing new athletic opportunities to students in Oregon. The association has
brought new experiences to visually impaired and blind students such as tandem cycling and judo across the
state of Oregon. This new partnership is only the beginning for both the association and students who are
blind or visually impaired in Oregon. On behalf of all students with visual impairments throughout Oregon, we
thank you Northwest Association for Blind Athletes.
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Blind and visually impaired individuals impacted

through our Scholarship program

Sports adaptations were provided to athletes,

families, teachers and community organizations
Blind and visually impaired students served
through our Sports Outreach Program
Contacts with community members to help
showcase the abilities of people who are blind
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Blind and visually impaired people served through
our Sports Team Program




THANK YOU DONORS

This list reflects donations made from July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011.

FOUNDATIONS
Charlottee Y. Martin Foundation

Meyer Memorial Trust

Northwest Lions Foundation for
Sight and Hearing

OCF Joseph E. Weston Public
Foundation

TOD.AY Foundation

INDIVIDUALS & BUSINESSES
Airway Heights Lions Club
Amy Cheng

Anne & D. Wayne Gittinger
Anomanious

Artur Liss

Bart & Carly Hanson
Beavercreek Lions Club
Betty Brands

Beverly Brissler

Biggs Beer Wine and Tobacco
Bill & Crista Henry

Bill & Jamie Dotson

Bill & Pat Henry

Billy Henry

Brad Tuchardt Agency
Casey Olafson

Chris & Ruby Finck
Christina Parker

Cindy Johnson

Clark County

Columbia Bank

Columbia Credit Union
Darcy Altizer

Dave & Debbie Trimble

Dave & Pat Fischer

David & Connie Lawson
Devon & Rebecca Raney
Donna Kaseberg

Ed & Dollie Lynch

Erik Selden & Megumi Hackett
Escript

Fort Vancouver Lions Club
Franck Geuder

George Teeny

Greg & Lynn Butts

Greg & Susan Gilbert
Gresham Breakfast Lions Club
Gus Rethwisch

iQ Credit Union

Jason Carnell

Jennifer Talley

Jim & Joline Stapp

Jim Moeller

Jo England

John & Anne McDonagh
John & Dee Dudek

John & Teresa Donnelly
John Sauer

Jon McMullen

Judith Henry & John Reed
Kathleen Lipiec & Dave Lazzeroni
Jeff & Kelly Draper

Ken & Cyndie Steenis

Kim & Lisa Capeloto

Kirby & Lillie Lott

Lake Stevens Lions Club
Laura Boncraft

Laura Raney

Lee Coleman

Len & Jen Leger

Luke Wilks

Marion & Olivia Agbisit

Mary Cooke

Matthew & Candi Hoffstetter
Megan & Kirsten McDonagh
Melissa Janson

Meredith McDonagh

Mitsue Steward

Nicholas Wilks

Ocean Park Area Lions Club
OR Commission for the Blind
Pat Myers

Paul Montague

Quest Pioneers

Rachel Wilks

Redmond Lions Club

Retina Northwest, PC
Richard & Michele Wollert
Riverveiw Community Bank
Robert Cox

Rod & Barbara Hilkey
Shannon & Divina Tomasini
Shelley McCloud

Stephanie Butler

Ted & Verna Weber

The Raney Group, LLC

The Standard

Thomas Benson

Tim & Kris Evens

Tim Leavitt

Tom & Carmen Meilke

U.S. Bank

US Association of Blind Athletes
Wenatchee Central Lions Club
Willipa Harbor Lions Club
Yvonne Payne

| like to participate in goalball because I'm very

athletic and it gives me an equal opportunity to
compete. Eliana - NWABA Student Athlete

We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of names on this list. Please contact us at 1-(360)-448-7254 if there are any errors.
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