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You’re in the Army with a very active, physical 
lifestyle. You’re preparing for deployment. 
Then, out of the blue, you lose your eyesight. 
This was the unthinkable position facing Colby 
Morgan in 2009.
 
Colby was preparing in Georgia for military 
deployment when he suffered a severe vaccine 
reaction. He started losing his vision the night 
after receiving a set of eight vaccines and lost 
90 per cent of his eyesight in five days. He spent 
the next year at a Department of Veterans 
Affairs Blind Rehabilitation Center in Augusta, 
Georgia before returning to his home state of 
Idaho.

Colby, who previously played soccer and 
basketball, learned about Goalball at the 
Georgia center. “It was the first time I heard 
about it,” he says. Goalball was created in 1946 
in Europe to help World War II veterans who had 
lost their eyesight. In 1976, it was introduced to 
the Paralympics in Toronto. More than 60 years 
later, the sport is played competitively in more 
than 100 countries.
 
With the Support of NWABA, the Boise 
Blaze Fires Up!
After moving back to Boise, Colby tried to start 
a Goalball program but didn’t have the funding 
needed to support a program. Then he found 
NWABA.

“It was a dream come true,” he says. “ Billy 
Henry came down from NWABA and explained 
the game. He brought the equipment and 
rule books and, once we found a gym, NWABA 
helped us get the gym set up and on our feet 
until we could get enough donations to pay    
for gym.”
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Continuing The Long Tradition Of Helping Veterans 
Through Goalball

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

“We are extremely excited to be able to provide our life-
changing programs to blinded veterans in Boise.  Our goal is 
to continue to enhance and expand programs for Veterans 
who are blind and visually impaired across the region,” 
says Billy Henry. “We provide the funding, equipment and 
oversight to support Goalball teams as part of our Sports 
Teams Program to provide ongoing fitness opportunities 
for both youth and adults with visual impairments.”

Colby has found new energy through Goalball. “I love it!” 
he says. “Being competitive is definitely a passion of mine 
and it is really awesome to be part of a team again.” The 
Boise Blaze team has four regular team members with 
vision impairments including another veteran plus others 
who play when available. “It definitely encouraged me to be 
a lot more active than I have been, “ says Colby, who is team 
captain and now a student at Boise State University.
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WEEKEND. “

Dear Friends,

I am pleased to report that we have had a 
busy start to 2013. February 2nd marked our 
fourth annual Benefit Dinner and Auction, 
Going the Distance. It was our most successful 
fundraiser yet, netting over $60,000  to provide 
life-changing programs to visually impaired 
individuals of ages and abilities. 

We expect to have our busiest spring in the 
organization’s history. Hundreds of individuals 
will participate in Paralympic experiences, 
clinics, school visits, sport adaptations, and 
other events and services. 

I am also excited to welcome Teresa Lawwill, 
Community Relations Director with the Greater Vancouver Chamber of 
Commerce, to our Board of Directors. Teresa will work with our other 
dedicated board members and volunteers to continue enhancing and 
expanding programs for people who are blind and visually impaired. 

Thank you for your continued support of our programs. If you are 
interested in learning more about our mission and what we do, please 
feel free to contact me anytime.

Sincerely,

Billy Henry
Executive Director
Northwest Association for Blind Athletes

Billy Henry
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The Importance of Sports
 in rehabilitation
When Colby moved to Boise, his rehabilitation 
continued with local programs. They understood 
the value of sports in the rehab process. 
“Sports help both mental and physical health, “ 
says Dana Ard, Senior Vocational Rehabilitation 
Counselor for the Idaho Commission for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired. “First, it’s important 
for people who are preparing to go to work to 
be as physically, as well as mentally, healthy as 
possible. “

“It’s such a positive thing,” she says. “You can go 
out there and compete. I feel so strongly about 
getting out there and moving. Often blind 
people tend to be more sedentary. And you 
not only have the sports benefits but you build 
relationships and often they extend beyond 
the team.”

Goalball also helps build professional skills. “In 
work situation most often you are working in a 
team environment,” says Dana, who has been 
a vocational rehab counselor for 34 years. “On 
the job you have to work out solutions and 
working on a Goalball team is a great way to 
start to develop those skills.”
 
ready for Competition
The Boise Blaze is ready for competition. With 
NWABA support, they will be competing against 
other Goalball teams in the region including 
the Portland Avalanche, which NWABA has 
assisted. NWABA will host the National Goalball 
Championship tournament in Vancouver, WA in 
June 20-22, 2013. The best teams from around 
the country, usually 12 men’s teams and eight 
women’s teams, will compete.
 
With Goalball players like Colby Morgan and 
other vets, the Boise Blaze and NWABA are 
ensuring that veterans with visual impairments 
are active, strong and part of a team. Welcome, 
Boise Blaze!

Continuing The Long Tradition Of Helping Veterans 
Through Goalball
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On February 2nd, nearly 300 community members gathered at the Pearson Air Museum in Vancouver, 
WA to help raise $60,000 in net proceeds to support Northwest Association for Blind Athlete’s programs. 
Thank you to everyone who generously supported this event!
 
goLD SPoNSor:

SILVEr SPoNSorS:

Oregon Goalball State Championship Heats Up Canby
EVENT RECAP

Benefit Dinner and Auction Raises more than $60,000!
GOING THE DISTANCE

Northwest Association for Blind Athletes

P R O N E T       

MEDIA SPoNSorS:

SPECIAL THANKS:

CS & Angela Sheffield

......................................................................

SAVE THE DATE!

February 1st, 2014
Benefit Dinner & Auction

Hilton Vancouver, 
Washington

rESULTS
1st Northwest regional ESD
Scorpions

2nd Columbia regional Program 
The Darkness

3rd Willamette regional Program
Royal Rebels

On March 1st, the Northwest Association 
for Blind Athletes partnered with Northwest 
Regional Education Service District (NWRESD) 
and the Blind and Visually Impaired Student 
Fund to host the Oregon Goalball State 
Championship Tournament at Baker Prairie 
Middle School in Canby, OR. Goalball is a 
Paralympic sport played by individuals who 
are blind and visually impaired. Developed 
after WWII as a way to keep blinded veterans 
physically active, it has become one of the 
premiere team sports for people who are blind 
and visually impaired. Played competitively by 
men and women, it is a very fast paced, physically 
challenging, strategic and overall exciting game 
to watch. Teams traveled from across Oregon 
to compete for the coveted Champion’s Cup. 
The competition was heated throughout the 
day, but in the end, the team from NWRESD 
took home the 2013 championship title.
 
Each team practiced for months leading up to 
the tournament. These types of events provide 
students the opportunity to have fun, build 
confidence, increase overall physical fitness and 
strive towards a goal. We would like to thank all 
of the participants, coaches, and volunteers for 
an amazing event.
 



      

THANK YoU DoNorS
This list reflects donations received as of April 1st, 2013

We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of names on this list. Please contact us at 1-(360)-448-7254 if there are any errors. 

CONFIDENCE ($500-999)

Anne & D. Wayne Gittinger
BBSI Preferred Payroll
Bill & Pat Henry
Billy Henry
Delta Gamma Foundation
Greater Vancouver 
     Chamber of Commerce
Greg & Karen Seifert
Jack & Sherry Burkman
Jeff & Helen Stay
John & Kris Bockmier
Legacy Salmon Creek 
     Medical Center
Mark Sampath
New Phoenix & Last 
     Frontier Casinos
Northwestern Energy
Pacific Continential Bank
Pfizer Foundation
Renee Agbisit
Riverview Community Bank
Schuyler Hoss & Rhona 
     Sen Hoss
Scott & Jennifer McCallum
Scott & Jody Campbell
Shannon & Divina Tomasini
Tom & Carmen Meilke
Voiture 99, La Societe Des 
Quarante Hommes et Huit  
     Chevaux
Wesley & Arlinda Munger

Determination    
($250-499)

Amit & Charmi Gasalia
April Rosen
At Your Place Senior Care
Audiology Clinic, Inc.
Banner Bank
Biggs Insurance Services
Chuck’s Produce
Corwin Beverage Company
Don & Dixie Pankratz
Elizabeth Bowman
Elson & Jan Strahan
Frank & Margaret 
     D’Agostino
Jesse & Jessica Turpienen
Jim & Betsy West
Joe & Lindsay Wiser

Jon J McMullen PS
Kelly Wood
Kim & Lisa Capeloto
King City Lions Club
Luke Wilks
Mary Lee Turner
Michael Bingle
Paul N. Montague III
Pete & Kathy Deschner
Providence Health & 
     Services
Richard & Joyce Malin
Rob & Diane Figley
Scott & Desiree Miller
Shane & Debra Bird
Steve & Kathy Roos
Susan Courtney
Theresa & Mark Stuhrman
Thomas Benson
Tim & Kelli Shauer
Tucker Henry
Vancouver Eye Care
Wayne & Pat Beckett

enrichment            
($249 & Below)

Acendancy Partners, Inc.
Adrian & Brooke Cortes
Airway Heights Lions Club
Alanna Wessler
Amy Price
Amanda Martinez
Amy Dimmick
Anam Cara Personal Loss 
     Support
Andrew Lintz
Andrew Meyer
Ann Hoffstetter
Anonymous
Barbara Ayers
Biggs Beer Wine and 
     Tobacco
Bill & Norma Willis
Brad & Annette Hunt
Brain Stief
C. Dave Lien
Candi L. Carrier
Carl & Joanne Gibbons
Carol Cooper
Chad & Sheri Walker
Childrens Center

Game chanGer 
($10,000+)

Meyer Memorial Trust
Ray Hickey Foundation

Vision ($5,000-9,999)

OCF Nike Employee 
     Grant Fund
Poznanski Foundation
Robert D. and Marcia H.   
     Randall Trust
Wheeler Foundation

opportunity       
($2,500 - 4,999)

Beaches Summertime   
     Cruisin’
Brad & Whitney Satran
Jason Reid
NW Lions Foundation for  
     Sight and Hearing
OCF Joseph. E. Weston 
     Public Foundation
Vancouver Rotary 
     Foundation

inclusion ($1,000-2,499)

Columbia Credit Union
Columbus Charities, Inc.
CS & Angela Sheffield
Darren & Amy Dimmick
Edward & Dollie Lynch     
    Fund, a charitable   
    fund of the Community 
    Foundation for 
    Southwest Washington
Erik Selden & Megumi  
     Hackett
Jon McMullen
KMR Group Foundation
Mark & Teresa Lawwill
Matthew Hoffstetter
Oregon Eye Specialists, PC
PeaceHealth Southwest 
    Medical Center
Pro Net
T.O.A.D.Y Foundation
Umpqua Bank
Wenatchee Central Lions 
     Club

Chris & Ruby Finck
City of Vancouver, WA
Committee to Elect Jim  
     Moeller
Courtney Givens & Adam 
     Muellner
Courtney-Irvin Trust
Dan & Val Ogden
Dave & Debbie Trimble
David Cahill
Deborah Jenkins
Dee Memering
Doug & Christy Quinn
Eric Husemoen
Erin Timmerman
Evan & Lindsay Herling
F.T Holbert & L.H. Holbert
Gary & Karey Bock
Gary & Leann Vigna
Ginger Schmidt
Greg & Lynn Butts
Greg & Susan Gilbert
Greg Szabo
Horenstein Law Group
J.D. & Darcy Altizer
James Phelps
Janice Blow
Jason & Wendy Beatty
Jason Foster
Jerry & Rachel Bartolome
Jill Campbell
Jim & Candy Jones
Jim Jones
Jim Moeller
Joe & Sharylin Tanner
Joe Estaquio & Sean Moore
Joe Yoder
john & Anne McDonagh
John Sauer
John Tarver
Kelsey Pine
Ken & Patty Dahlstrom
Kevin & Michele Holen
Kim Hash
Kirby & Lillie Lott
Laurie Giacomini
Leslie Fassilis
Lorna Hardy
Lucas Krebs
Lyle Stumpf & Marci White-
     Stumpf

Marc Davis
Marcus & Katie Byrd
Martin & Karla Flynn
Matt & Phoebe Krueger
Megan McDonagh & 
Kirsten Ricter-McDonagh
Melissa Lucore
Meredith McDonagh
Michael Bomar
Mike & Gilda Ciraulo
Morgan Fricke
Nicholas Wilks
Ocean Park Area Lions 
     Club
Patt Jollota
Peggy Swanson
Rachel Wilks
Raif & Elizabeth Zacca
Randy & Susie Bauder
Richard & Jennifer McKee
Robert & Cathy Ramer
Robert Watts
Russell Brent
Sara Scheetz
Scott & Amber Edwards
Scott Cooza
Sharon Elder
Sharylin Starner
Shelley McCloud
Silvia Caballero
Steve & Gwen McDonagh
Steve & Luanne Fordney
Steve Hammond
Steven Smith & Jeanette 
Sauer-Smith
Susan Schimmelpfennig
Sutherlin Lions Club
Terry Ogle & Anne 
     McEnerny-Ogle
The Business Journals, Inc.
Theo & Elizabeth Mikaele
Thomas & Tara Hackett
Tim & Tahira Probst
Troy & Shari Van Dinter
Vi Burdick
William Stout
Yvonne Payne
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“Since he is really athletic naturally and his buddies now play football, basketball and soccer, this gives him something 
athletic to do. He is doing wrestling and Goalball. He gets lots of confidence from sports.” 
- Julie, mother of a blind 10-year-old

Dear Friend, 
YOU are the gift that keeps on giving. Your volunteerism, encouragement and financial support make it possible 
for us to begin our sixth year. NWABA will serve over 1,000 individuals with visual impairments this year! Since 
our inception, our programs have grown each year. However, we have seen the largest growth in our summer 
programs. This year, we are hoping to provide nearly 20 events for individuals who are blind and visually 
impaired to participate in sports and physical fitness, a 30% increase over last year. Without our specialized 
summer programs, people who are blind would not experience physical activities such as tandem cycling, 
fishing, goalball, judo, adaptive golf and many other recreational activities 

Our programs help people who are blind and visually impaired build the confidence they need to be successful. 
Most students come into our programs with little or no experience participating in sports; they gain the tools 
and self-assurance they need to work harder in school, achieve success at work and get involved in their 
community. They leave behind sedentary, isolated lives and they gain skills, confidence and joy.

Our goal is to raise $7,500 this year to partially fund the cost of our life-changing summer programs. Your 
generosity ensures our ability to provide enriching programs that empower blind and visually impaired 
individuals for a lifetime. 

$3,000 – Supports one outreach clinic to help 10-15 blind students experience sport. 

$1,200 – Allows eight athletes to attend a local or regional competition. 

$600 – Provides adaptive equipment for three students to experience sport for the first time. 

$300 – Provides a school visit to allow a student to experience sport and physical activity. 

$100 – Provides a scholarship to allow an athlete to achieve his or her dream. 

$50 – Provides basic adaptive physical education equipment for a blind child. 

Please consider a gift so we can provide a Summer of Opportunities to people who are blind. Thank you for 
helping us change lives! 

NWABA Board of Directors

SUMMER OF OPPORTUNITIES



P.O. Box 65265 | Vancouver, WA 98665-0009

$10 per month = $120 per year 
Provides a scholarship to allow an athlete to achieve his or her dream.

$25 per month = $300 per year  
Provides a school visit to allow a student to experience sport and physical 
activity.

$50 per month = $600 per year 
Provides adaptive equipment to allow 
three students to experience sport for 
the first time. 

$100 per month = $1,200 per year
Allows eight athletes to attend a local 
or regional competition.

$250 per month = $3,000 per year
Supports one outreach clinic to help 
10-15 blind students experience sport.

$500 per month = $6,000 per year
Supports one outreach clinic to help 15-30 blind students experience sport.

Will you consider joining the 
E.Y.E give Program in 2013 
with a monthly gift? 

By making a recurring donation 
to support our programs, you 
are providing life-changing 
opportunities for people who are 
blind and visually impaired. Each 
month, because of generous 
community support, our programs 
provide the opportunity for 
individuals of all ages and ability 
levels to build confidence, self-
esteem, physical fitness, and the 
inspiration to succeed in other 
areas of life. Your support will 
provide a sustainable source 
of revenue, enabling NWABA 
to continue enhancing and 
expanding our critical programs 
for people with visual impairments. 
Generosity like yours will make a 
difference for a lifetime Please 
consider joining the E.Y.E. Give 
Program today. 

YoUr gIFTS CHANgE LIVES:

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED:

Invoice me. We will 
invoice you the first of 
every month.
Sign-up online at 
www.nwaba.org.
Return the enclosed 
envelope.
Sign-up by phone. Call 
360-448-7254.


